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Birthdays and Anniversaries  
  
1st   Tim Taylor 
 2nd   Katy Hill 
 4th   Beth Stowell 
 8th   Nathan Caney 
 9th   Sizzle Summerell 
10th   Win Cole 
11th   Alexis Papasolomontos 
14th   Richard Dyer 
15th   John Andrews 
16th   Marianna Mackay 
17th   Jeff Naish 
          Julian Gale 
18th   Caroline Hicks 
21st   William Cheek 
22nd  Polly Summerell 
           Lizzy Dyer 
23rd   Lorraine and Jonathan Allison 

wedding anniversary 
25th   James Griffin 
          Rebecca Stowell 
26th   Amelia Ann Bone 

St John The Evangelist, Kenn 
Altar Guild for February 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan Bedford, Annie Sylvester and 
Sara Thole 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 
 

January Family Service 
 
The January Family Service included an 
invitation to the Wedding at Cana, at which 
Jesus performed his first miracle, saving the 
bridegroom's blushes by turning water into 
wine, thereby ensuring the party didn't run dry.  
 
As the service also marked Epiphanytide, it 
was great to see the three kings from  the 
nativity service, complete with crowns, and 
Rebecca and Nathaniel Stowell, also visitors 
from afar.  
 
Celia considered the many ways we recognise 
people, with dramatic help from the 
congregation, and asked us to think about 
how the guests at the wedding would have 
recognised, or at least thought they 
recognised Jesus with hindsight.  
 
As usual, the service was followed by drinks, 
biscuits and chat. 
 

Julia Bush  

Our Flag was flown: 
 
30th December to celebrate the birth of 
Hector Rhodes Humberstone, to J.P. and  
Hayley of Little Carpenters, Kenn Street  
 

and  
 

Ethan John Soutar Mackay  to James and 
Polina of Larnaca, Cyprus - first grandson for 
Robin and Marianna  Mackay on the 28th 
December (both boys born on the same day). 

 

6th January at half mast for Ken Ball‟s funeral 
service at St. John‟s. 
 
22nd January to celebrate the birth of Olivia 
Quinn to Helen and Daniel.  First grandchild 
for Cheryl Quinn. 
 
26th January at half mast to mark the 
passing of  Mrs Alberta Ellen Stuckey (Beryl) 
who passed away on the 25th January aged 
96. 
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WHAT’S ON 
 

Monday 6th February 7.30pm—KENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
Tuesday 7th February 8.00pm— JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS MEETING 

Drum and Monkey 
 

Wednesday 8th February 7.30pm— KENN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
Saturday 11th February 10.00am - 12 noon—VILLAGE MARKET & COFFEE MORNING 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

Tuesday 14th February 12 for 12.30—MONTHLY VILLAGE LUNCH  
The Moorend Spout, West End Nailsea 

 
Thursday 16th February 2.30pm—LADIES FIRST 

The Limes, Kenn Moor Road 
 

Saturday 25th February  10.00am - 12 noon—COFFEE MORNING 
KENN Church Room 

 
Diary Dates 

 
Friday 27th April  - THE PASCOE’S LEGENDARY PAELLA NIGHT 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

May—St. John the Evangelist, Kenn—Celebration of 150th anniversary of re-opening 
 

Saturday 19th May—THE VILLAGE BRUNCH 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
June—Diamond  Jubilee Celebrations 

 

KENN CLEAN UP 
 
The Village Clean up for February is in the 
capable hands of Colin and Jan Bedford. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has  volunteered - 
more people are welcome to help. 
 
Robin Mackay 

The Church Tower was lit: 
 
1st   Patronal Evensong 
5th/6th  in memory of Ken Ball 
13th   in memory of Gordon Morris and         
  Roger Stowell 
15th   Evensong 
16th   in memory of Mike Stevens 
22nd  for Dan & Helen Quinn on the birth 
  of their first child Olivia 
29th   Evensong 
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THE VILLAGE MARKET 
& COFFEE MORNING 
 
 
      

The first Market of 2012 went 
well and we overcame the  
inclement temperatures with 
our  enthusiasm!  

 
The proceeds have gone into the Village Diamond Jubilee Fund as will those of the 
next two months.  
 
Our February Market is on 11

th
 when there will be an additional table selling fancy 

cakes (don't forget it is St Valentine's Day on 14
th
 )  

 
All the usual tables will be there so come and sample us! 

         

MONTHLY VILLAGE LUNCH 
 

 
The next Village Lunch will be on 

Tuesday February 14th at the 
Moorend Spout at West End Nailsea  

 12 for 12 30. 
 

We are keeping an eye on things at 
The Drum and many of us have already 

sampled the evening menu. 
 

Ideally we would like to return to the 
Drum for our village lunches but this is 
dependent upon the overall experience 

of lunchtime dining there and the 
wishes of those that have faithfully 

supported the lunches to date.   
 

Please send any comments to  
John Griffin 872948 

                                                                    

Thank You 
 
I wish to say a very sincere “Thank You” to all 
those kind friends and neighbours who wished 
me well recently. 
 
I was deeply touched. It also showed how 
deep are the bonds of friendship between 
friends and neighbours in this, our lovely  
Village of  Kenn. 
 
Thank you, 
 

   Cliff Edwards 

Pip Jenkins is focused in Vogue who 

have  
featured her new collection!!!!   Well done 
to Pip!!  Pip works for John Smedley as a 
knitwear designer, and her collection will be 
sold in outlets such as Harvey Nicholls and  
Harrods!!! 
 
http://www.vogue.co.uk/news/2012/01/06/john-
smedley-unveils-new-pre--spring/summer-2012-
collection  

   Sheila Naish 

http://www.vogue.co.uk/news/2012/01/06/john-smedley-unveils-new-pre--spring/summer-2012-collection
http://www.vogue.co.uk/news/2012/01/06/john-smedley-unveils-new-pre--spring/summer-2012-collection
http://www.vogue.co.uk/news/2012/01/06/john-smedley-unveils-new-pre--spring/summer-2012-collection
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Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 01934 833307 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 
Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 

 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

        North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
Email Margaret.john@btinternet.com 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables etc 

Thursday 2nd February  
  

Viewing at Saleroom 
 Wednesday  1st February   10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday 23rd February10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 21st February     2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 22nd February 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

  
 

 
 

and COFFEE MORNING 10am-noon 

Kenn Village Hall on  
 

Saturday 11TH FEBRUARY   

Recycling    -   every Tuesday 
Dustbin  -  14th and 28th 
           
Green Waste - 7th February 

 
Kenn Women‟s Institute 
 
  

Kenn Village Hall, 
7:30pm 

Wednesday 8th February 

 Clevedon Mercury and North 
Somerset Times 
 

Now available from 
the  

Drum and Monkey 
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KENN W.I. 
 
Members of the W.I. had their own version of Jack and 
the Beanstalk as interpreted by Mr. Tim Lewis and his 
very able accompanist.   
 
We all chanted Fe Fi Fo Fum like good pantomime      
goers and had a thoroughly enjoyable entertainment. 
 
It promises to be a busy year for Kenn members.  Kenn 
will hold the Spring Group Meeting for which plans are 

well underway.   
 
We still have to devise a means of receiving the W.I. Olympic torch and passing it on to the next  
Institute – some ideas are evolving.     
 
Kenn is to send the delegate for four neighbouring Institutes to the Annual General Meeting at the 
Albert Hall in London.  This is usually a very moving experience.   
 
In August we have lately had a half day or evening outing to a venue close at hand.  This year we 
are going to try to be a bit more adventurous and go to the Black Country Museum. 
 
We also hope to involve as many people as possible in a Fashion Show, the proceeds of which will 
go to the Bristol Oncology Centre.   
 
So many of us have reason to be so grateful for the help and treatment that has been received by 
ourselves, family and friends.  
 
We shall, of course also be holding our usual Flower Arranging Demonstration in November. 
 
At the February meeting Mrs. Jenny Kingston will be coming to talk about her work in a Children‟s 
Centre.  The meeting is on Wednesday February 8

th
 at 7.30 p.m.  If you would like to come along 

you will be very welcome. 
 

Ann Holtham 
 

Carols on the Green 
 
9th December -  About 50 people gathered on the Village Green to start their Christmas with the 
switching on  of the lights on Kenn‟s Christmas Tree.  
 
We then crowded onto the Church Path to sing Carols. As has become customary we were accompanied 
by the wonderful Duck Lane Brass Band led by Andy Hicks.         
 
We are incredibly lucky to have such talented musicians to lead our singing.  As usual mince pies and hot 
punch (which certainly helped the singing) were served. 
 
A collection was taken on the night and we were able to send £153 to the Children‟s Society. 
 

Robin and Marianna  
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The book group will have met twice in 
January, once on the 3rd where we 

finished our discussion on ‘The Help’ by 
Kathryn Stockett.   

 
By the time you have read this we will 

have meet again on the 31st to discuss ‘Bone and Cane’ By David Belbin.   
 

Our read for February will be ‘Poisonwood Bible’ by Barbara Kingsolver.  I am told 
this is a challenging book about the attitudes of missionaries who go to The African 

Congo.  They take with them the desire to convert the African’s to Christianity.  
Unfortunately they also take an assumption of intellectual and racial superiority.  This 

is the gist so far.   
 

We have not set a date for the next meeting.  It will probably be at the end of 

February or the beginning of March. 
 

         Caroline Holden.      

 
 
 
 
 
‘Ladies First' coffee and chat group met in the Drum and Monkey for their January get together.  
 
We started considering the value of the pub in the village, reflecting on 'the big dark gap' in the  
village while it had been closed.  
 
This led us on to considering how we often only appreciate the worth of something when we lose it. 
 
February's meeting will be at 'The Limes' (Thank you Heather Brain) at 2.30pm on Thursday 16th. 
 
Hope to see you there Celia, Heather, Hazel, Ann and Julia 

 

Fairtrade at the Village Market. 
 
Throughout 2012, we will be having a Fairtrade stall at the village market, with a large selection of 
goods available to buy or order from the catalogue.  
 
We are thrilled that Beryl has agreed to run the stall regularly. If we want Kenn to be regarded as 
a Fairtrade Village I think having the goods on sale every month is the least we can do.  
 
Please give the Fairtrade goods a look over, they are of the highest quality and absolutely scrum-
my. Thank you 
 
Julia Bush 
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Jubilee Celebrations Update 

 

A meeting was held on Tuesday 17th January at the Drum and Monkey, to begin 

discussions about how Kenn can celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee in June 2012. 

 

Whilst some of the village’s staunchest organisers were unfortunately unable to 

attend due to prior commitments, there were enthusiastic discussions around 

the table between the nine villagers who were able to attend. 

 

The suggestion was made to raise funds over the next few months so we have 

money to pay for the village celebrations.  A discussion was held as to why we 

needed to raise so much money.    On reflection, if we are to hire a marquee, 

provide food and drink and entertainment for a memorable and convivial day,  

the money will easily be absorbed. This is especially true if the events are to be 

free and open to all Kenn residents on the day. 

 

What celebrations were envisaged?  Suggestions made on the night (and subsequently) included: 

 

 Hold Kenn’s ‘Big Jubilee Lunch’ – an event that promotes the joining together of a community to   
      enjoy locally produced, and ethically sourced food 

 Afternoon games and treasure hunt for the children 

 An evening barbeque 

 A hog roast 

 A beer\wine festival 

 A barn dance 

 Close Kenn Street for the day for the treasure hunt 

 Decorate the village green 

 May pole dancing 

 1950’s dancing 

 Hire of a marquee to ensure that we can seat everyone comfortably, but also have space for  
      children’s activity\dancing\evening event, and so on 

 A small commemorative historic booklet of Kenn in 1953 

 Picnic/tea party and barbeque with 1950s food 

 Royal fancy dress parade for the younger children 
      Village fete 
 

All of these suggestions focussed thoughts back onto fundraising needed in the meantime. 

 

The Kenn Curry Night kicks events off on Saturday 28th January. 

 

Joyce Down offered funds raised from several of the village market cafés. 

 

The Pascoes are bringing back their legendary Paella Night on Friday 26th April. 

 

Grace Griffin and her team will host and produce a Village Brunch on Saturday 19th May. 

 

A request will be made to Kenn Parish Council for a donation. 

 

So ….. plans are well underway! Heartfelt thanks to those who have already offered their support. If you 

feel you can offer to host or support an event, big or small, to help raise funds, please let us know.  

 

Next step;  we need to finalise and confirm events for the Jubilee weekend, once everyone’s 

had time to give it some thought.  We hope to do this at our next meeting on Tuesday 7th 

February at 8pm at The Drum.  Please come along and air your views! 

 

Kate Hatcher, Caroline Holden, Sizzle Summerell 
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Hello Margaret 

  
In case you don't recognise the name, it's 

Kate Denmead that was, now reverted to 
my maiden name of Tivney. 

  

I hope this finds you well and life in Kenn 
thriving. I do keep up to speed now and 

then by reading the magazine online. 
  

In my spare time - of which there is quite 
a bit having been unemployed since 

August 2010, I sing in a ladies barbershop 

chorus in Bristol - Bristol Fashion, 
currently the 10th place chorus in the UK.  

 
It is 4 part harmony, a capella singing and 

is a great hobby and in our efforts to 

become a registered charity,  we are 
holding a Learn to Sing course throughout 

Jan, Feb and culminating in March 2012.  
 

I have attached a flyer and wondered if 
you might be able to include it in the 

magazine or use it as a poster around the 

village.  
 

If anyone wants any more info there are 
numbers on the attached or please feel 

free to add my email address and/or  

number - 07887 602969.  
 Kate TIVNEY [tivney@btinternet.com] 

 
Thanks for your time and may I wish you 

a very happy New Year.    

 
Best regards 

   Kate 

Dear Hazel, 
 
Thank you so much for making a donation. 
 
Your gift of £76.00 really will help us change the 
lives of the poorest children. 
If you want to speak to us about your donation, 
please give us a call on 0207 7012 6100 or you 
can email us at  
supporter.care@savethechildren.or.uk 
Quoting the reference number on your PayPal 
receipt. Our friendly Customer Service Team is 
also ready and waiting to tell you more about our 
work.  
 
Anne Cooper Beresford 
Customer Care Team 
Save the Children 
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From the Clevedon Mercury 
 

14th September 1998 
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YATTON MOOR TEAM MINISTRY - SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2012 
 
1st Sunday  5th February THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Kenn   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9:30am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11:00am First Sunday Special at Claverham 
11:00am Family Service at Kingston Seymour - Plough Sunday  
6:00pm Evensong at Yatton   
 
2nd Sunday 12th  February  THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT   
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton   
9:30am Family Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham   
11:00am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11:00am Holy Communion at Kenn    
6:00pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour   
 
3rd Sunday  19th February THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT   
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Claverham   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11:00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
2.00pm Holy Baptism at Kenn ~ Archie William Anthony Clark  
6:00pm Evensong at Kenn   
 
4th Sunday  26th February THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT   
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton   
8:00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
11:00am Family Service at Court de Wyck – Education Sunday 2012  
11:00am Family Service at Kenn - Plough Sunday   
6:00pm Ecumenical Evening Service for Lent at Yatton  
6.30pm Holy Communion by Extension at Claverham 
 
Wednesday 15th February—11.00 am Holy Communion at Kenn 
 
HOLY DAY IN FEBRUARY 
 
Wednesday 22nd February – Ash Wednesday  
 
10.00am Holy Communion at Yatton   
11.00am Holy Communion by Extension at Claverham  
11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour 
7.30pm Team/Choral Communion at Yatton  
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This is an extract from a newspaper cutting of May 1862.  It describes the re-opening 
of Ken Church after it was largely rebuilt following a fire.  The whole article is on the 
website at  
 

http://www.kennvillage.co.uk/clubs-and-groups/history-project/st-john-the-evangelist-
church/2556-2 

 

and is well worth a look.  The article gives details about who donated what, who 
carved what, where the stone came from and how long it all took.  There is also a 
précis of the sermon preached at the opening service…. 
 

Thus it will be the 150th anniversary in May this year! We will celebrate - watch this 
space. 

 

Brightly shone the sun on Tuesday morning, and early were many of the inhabitants of Ken 
astir in order to complete the necessary preparations that the proceedings connected with 
the re-opening of their church might pass off in a creditable manner since they anticipated 
several visitors would be present from Clevedon, Yatton, and other places, nor were they 
disappointed, since a very numerous gathering took place. In order to accommodate so 
many, a number of chairs had been borrowed from All Saints’ Church, Clevedon, lately 
erected by Lady Elton. The chancel was prettily decorated with flowers, two neatly fashioned 
crucifixes, composed of these frail but beautiful offspring of nature being affixed to the east 
wall, while the elegantly written scrolls that ran round the walls of the church formed an 
appropriate border, and added a charm to the appearance of the interior. On the North wall, 
and exactly opposite the entrance, was an extremely tasteful scroll containing the assertion 
of the Psalmist, “I was glad when they said unto me, we will go into the House of the Lord,” 
at either end being the sacred monogram “I.H.S.” A procession of choristers and clergymen 
was formed prior to the 
morning service, and they 
walked to the church, the Rev. 
J. Acres bring up the rear, with 
the two church wardens 
bearing wands ornamented 
with flowers. In addition to the 
choristers of Ken, there were 
several who took part in the 
service from the choir of St. 
Raphael’s, Bristol, and the 
manner in which all acquitted 
themselves is deserving of 
praise. 

 
   

Ken Church in 1828, before the fire. 
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The Mystery of the Spotted Heifer 
 
About 40 years ago, I went to our fields at Hillsea, Claverham to check our cattle. 
When I counted them there was one missing. I soon found her. She had her head 
under a bridge, in a ditch and was drowned. I was sad as she was my favourite Heifer 
that we had there. 
 
The next day I went up again and the correct number were there again! A white 
Heifer, covered in black spots had appeared. I enquired around the local farmers, but 
no one claimed her.  Remarkable because nobody had ever seen one marked like 
she was. 
 
In the following months I put the word out at Yatton Market, that a mystery Heifer had 
appeared.              
 
We decided that the only thing we could do was keep her until somebody claimed 
her. We even had her mated with a bull, but she did not come into calf. 
 
After 2 years she became big and fat, so we decided to sell her, as we could always 
pay anyone who claimed her. One Tuesday morning, I sent her and another Friesian 
Heifer to Winford Market. When they were sold, a butcher from Bristol bought them 
called Lennard Harris. 
 
The following Monday, I went to Farrington Gurney Market and sure enough these 
Heifers had turned up again, so I waited to see them sold. They were sold by a chap 
called Harold Butt, and they made more money than they did at Winford! After the 
auction I said to Harold Butt “Your cattle sold well today.” 
 
He asked “What do you know about those cattle.” 
 
I told him “I know them „cause I sold them at Winford last Tuesday.” 
 
He said “Keep quiet because there‟s more than meets the eye here. I bought them off 
Len Harris last Tuesday afternoon, after Winford Market, and the mystery is, Len 
Harris has bought them again today.  He didn‟t recognise them!” Which in itself is a 
mystery as the Heifer was so rare.  
 
This Heifer was a mystery all her life, no one has ever claimed her! 
 

Dictated by Ray Naish, written by Leon Naish 
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Down on the Farm 
 
What a huge challenge farmers and all sorts of food producers have to face in the years to come! While the 
world‟s population is increasing day by day, all these people will have to be fed and all food comes from the 
land or the seas. The prospects for agriculture worldwide is good, one instance is, there is much less lamb 
being imported in to this country from New Zealand and Australia because there is a much bigger consumer 
demand from the Far East, which is of course a shorter distance to be exported. 
 
As the standard of living increases, there is going to be a great demand from the millions of people who 
normally live on a diet of rice. I remember talking to an old calf dealer about 40 years ago, he said “One day, 
the people of the Far East will get bored of eating rice and will want a knife and fork” his name was Buffer 
Thorner and his words are fast coming true. 
 
Since the New Year there have only been small numbers of cattle for sale, the trade doesn‟t usually pick up 
with large numbers until the Candle Mass Fairs. Remember that Candle Mass Day is February the 2nd.  In 
olden times country people made great store on what happened with the weather around Candle Mass time, 
saying “On Candlemas Day, Farmers should still have half of their hay!” 
 
Sayings such as “On Candlemas Day, every good goose should go home and lay” 
 
“If Candlemas be fair and bright, winter will have another flight. But if Candle Mass be dull with rain, the 
winter‟s gone and won‟t come again!” 
 
The Lambing Season will now be getting well under way. If the weather keeps mild like it has been in the first 
two weeks of the year it will be good news because the ewes with their young lambs will be able to be put 
back into the fields quickly, saving a lot of trouble for those who look after them. The mild weather, like we‟ve 
had in the first couple of weeks of the year, is a great help to people who keep all kinds of livestock. 
 
Sheep have had plenty of grass, which will be a big saving on artificial food. Farmers that lamb large 
numbers of Ewes have a very busy time this time of the year. Keeping watch by day and night, making sure 
that everything is going well. If a lamb has a difficult birth farmers have to be on hand to get them through the 
first minutes and hours of life. 
 
Spring is just around the corner, the first snowdrops in our garden here at Cloverlea came into flower on the 
last day of the old year, a very early start. 
 

Dictated by Ray Naish, written by Leon Naish 
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Margaret’s Mutterings 
Congratulations to Hayley and JP Humberstone on the safe arrival of Hector Rhodes Humberstone 
on the 28th December.  He arrived 4 weeks early but all is well and  Hayley and Hector are doing 
well and were soon back home at   Little Carpenters.    
 
More Congratulations - on the birth, in Larnaca, Cyprus, of Ethan John Soutar Mackay  to James 
and Polina  also on the 28th December.  Weight 3.05Kg.  A baby brother for Sophia.  
Proud grandparents Robin and Marianna have already been to visit. 
 
Best wishes and congratulations to Helen and Dan Quinn on the safe arrival at 3.00am on Sunday  
22nd January of Olivia Quinn - first grandchild for Parish Councillor Cheryl Quinn. 
 
Fred  Fenwick has spent some time in Weston Hospital, but is now safely home and recovering 
well. 
 
Drum & Monkey     Kitchen Opening Hours –  
Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 3.00pm and 6.00pm to 9.30pm.  
Sunday 12 noon - 6.00pm 
Reports of the quality  of the food have been “excellent”  
Quiz Night on Wednesdays has become a regular feature again.  Hazel Limage has become our 
regular Quiz-mistress and Save the Children have so far received  the sum of £76  raised at the 
Quiz.    
  
Come along on Wednesdays, have a meal and join in 
the Quiz at 9.00pm.   
 
Kenn Kids Once Again… 
Ray and Jean‟s Naish‟s granddaughter (Heather 
Jenkins‟ daughter), Pip Jenkins, Fashion Designer - 
to learn more about  her designs log on to: 
http://www.vogue.co.uk/news/2012/01/06/john-
smedley-unveils-new-pre--spring/summer-2012-
collection  
 
Beryl Stuckey1915-2012 - We send our condolences to Juliet Stowell and her family on the loss of 
her mother on the 25th January.   
 
Ken Ball - John and his family would like to  express their thanks to so many people for messages 
of sympathy on the loss of John‟s father. 

 
 

 

Rose Bungalow, Kenn Moor Road   Goings and Comings...  

 
We send best wishes to Jenny and Ali Brockway who have moved to Clevedon after over 20 
years in Kenn, and we are pleased to welcome Sam and Nicola Pike who have moved in. 
 
Not too far from Sam’s parents, Peter and Joyce who live at Barberry Farm. 
 

Sarah Clark 

http://www.vogue.co.uk/news/2012/01/06/john-smedley-unveils-new-pre--spring/summer-2012-collection
http://www.vogue.co.uk/news/2012/01/06/john-smedley-unveils-new-pre--spring/summer-2012-collection
http://www.vogue.co.uk/news/2012/01/06/john-smedley-unveils-new-pre--spring/summer-2012-collection
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Bird News 
 
YACWAG (Yatton and Congresbury Wildlife Action Group) became the beneficiary of a splendid 
Great Spotted Woodpecker nest thanks to John Ball, who cut from a fallen tree in the orchard by the 
Village Hall.  The trunk has split so the nest cavity can be clearly seen.  This will be used for visit to 
schools and exhibitions.  When John went to cut the remainder of the trunk he was surprised to find 
several more nest holes and cavities.  Great Spotted Woodpeckers excavate a new  nest  each  
year, but  presumably, if  they  locate  a good (soft) tree, they return  to  it  in    succeeding years. 
 
Clevedon birders are a group of local birdwatchers who monitor an area from Portbury to the River 
Yeo Estuary on the „sea‟ side of the M.5 motorway. In 2011 they recorded a staggering 189 bird 
species in the area and by mid-January were over a hundred for 2012!  Of course they get many 
migrants and a few rarities, like Penduline Tits, seen recently at Portbury Wharf and mentioned in 
The Evening Post. 
 
John Croxton and I enjoyed a visit to the R.S.P.B. West Sedgemoor Reserve which held over 
50,000 birds.  The flock of 30,000 plus Lapwing darkened the sky and was as impressive as any TV 
film.  10,000 Golden Plovers were consorting  with the Lapwings and an estimated 10,000 ducks of 
various species were seen.  These had attracted Peregrines, Buzzards, Hen Harriers and a Marsh 
Harrier and the exceptional numbers seem to have been caused by much less wet weather this win-
ter there than in Kenn and the birds being attracted to the few wet fields available to them.  Later we 
were taken to see (at a distance) the flock of 33 released Cranes along with one wild bird which has 
joined them. 
 
Locally many of the Redwings and Fieldfares seem to have moved on and there has been no sign 
of the Short Eared Owls along the Sea Wall. 
 
A surprise find at Blake‟s Pools was a Grey Partridge - it is likely to be a lost bird from a release 
scheme. 
 
Trevor Riddle 01934 835208 
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Kenneth Gordon Aylesbury Ball  -  

  1926—2011      
  
Chatting to people about Ken over the past few days 
several words have kept reoccurring: Resilient, ingenious, 
innovative, resourceful, brilliant, determined.   He was a 
man for whom the old cliché was actually a truth: problems 
were merely opportunities. He could find a solution to 
anything when he put his mind to it - be it an engineering 
problem or his own physical weakness.  
 
And perhaps those assessments of a life well lived show 
why he was so well loved, so well liked, so well respected 
and was so important in so many lives. Ken was someone 
to turn to, to consult, to ask advice, to receive 
encouragement, to receive a nudge in the right direction.  
His passing leaves a gap that can never be filled. 
 
He was, from time to time, counted among the worshippers 
here though in recent years he has been unable to attend      
because of ill health. Yet he was always one of us and now 
that he has gone we will miss him greatly. 
 
Ken, with the aid of our love and our prayers, has gone to 
his eternal reward and one person this week even joked 
that even as we speak he‟s probably mending the locks on the pearly gates. And it is in that spirit of 
remembrance of Ken that we meet today to say goodbye to a much loved husband, father, grandfather, 
friend, neighbour and  colleague. 
 
And though there are tears because parting is difficult there is also joy. Though we mourn a death we also 
celebrate a life – a long life and a full life.  And now we celebrate an eternal life. Recall the opening words of 
this service: “Whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 
 
So we remember a life of love – the love Ken has for his family and friends; and the love all of you have for 
him.     Remember too the love of God.  The hope and the promise of the Christian Faith that those who 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ shall not die eternally but will have everlasting life. So we remember Ken, a 
man of faith, in our prayers and with confidence commend him to Almighty God. 
 
We also give thanks for him and for all that he contributed to the lives of those around him, particularly the 
contribution he made to your lives and the many ways in which he made life that much better.  Over the past 
few days you have, no doubt, thought of him and spoken of him and called to mind so many memories.  And 
some of those memories are expressed in the beautiful flower arrangements here today. 
 
The church and its flowers include some symbols of his early work on the farm and in the market garden. 
And on the font the arrangement includes symbols of his extensive work as an engineer. And in your 
remembrance perhaps you have even used some of the words that have occurred and reoccurred in my 
conversations.   You bring those memories with you today and give thanks for them.  And after this service 
you can gather in the village hall and share those memories and see some mementos of Ken‟s life – among 
them some examples of his engineering skills, his woodworking ability and his delicate lace making talent.        
In a way memories help keep you close – rich and varied memories that help to ease the pain. 
 
Ken was born in Cardiff in 1926 one of two children. His mother later died in childbirth and he was cared for 
by an aunt and uncle until his father remarried. The family moved to Sutton Benger where they first ran a 
pub and then later a corner shop. Ken himself, after school, helped on a local farm and on Sundays sang in 
the church choir. 
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Then the family moved to Tickenham and Ken started work on Folly Farm. 
 
There a young lady caught his eye – Margaret – and he began, as they say, courting her.  And here we 
see an early example of Ken‟s resourcefulness and determination.   
 
Margaret was still a schoolgirl at boarding school in Bruton so Ken cycled the 30 miles to the school in 
order to break all the school rules and visit her and then he cycled back again - and all in the same day.  
 
Who could resist such a romantic gesture?  Not Margaret, certainly, and she and Ken were married in 
Tickenham Church in 1948. Life for the couple was never dull! 
 
First they lived at Folly Farm, then a cottage at Cadbury Camp Lane where they tried to be as self 
sufficient as possible raising livestock, including pigs, and growing vegetables. The Good Life indeed. 
There followed a short time working on a farm in Northampton before coming back to Somerset to work 
in Conygar Quarry. 
 
While all this was happening Ken and Margaret were greatly blessed with six children –  Ruth,  Hazell,  
John,  Richard, Jane and David. As the psalmist says: “Happy is the man who has a quiver full” but as 
the Hebrew quiver only held three arrows Ken had two quivers full so must have been twice as happy. 
 
The quarry closed, the family moved to Adanac House in Clevedon and Ken worked as a maintenance 
fitter at a tannery in Bristol.  At this time Ken contracted polio and was confined to an isolation ward in 
Ham Green hospital for three months. This could have defeated a lesser man – but Ken‟s determination, 
resourcefulness and ingenuity again showed itself. He constructed an exercise frame in the seven feet 
high hall at his home and used it regularly to build up his strength. 
 
The commute to Bristol proved too taxing so he found a job at Cam Gears and as his ability and 
precision were soon recognised he was promoted to the tool room.  He also developed a machine shop 
at home where his ingenuity and ability to solve engineering problems was developed further and he got 
many other engineers out of a fix.  
 
Later he worked for R W Mason and bought the firm in 1981, made possible by the sale of Adanac 
House to make way for Great Western Way.  Ken worked hard until a combination of weakness caused 
by the polio and angina caused him to close the firm.  Ken and Margaret moved to Kenn Road in 1989 to 
look after Grandma – but even then he had a workshop built and continued to use his skills. 
 
He constructed an undercarriage for a large model aircraft and even made new keys for all the antique 
door locks at Tyntesfield when the National trust took over the property.  
 
But ill health took its toll. He had a new valve fitted to his heart and his strength was obviously waning. 
That was a problem that was an opportunity.  He became computer literate and learnt lace making – he 
won prizes for it and even made his own bobbins.  And there was never anything wrong with his mind. 
Even if he couldn‟t physically do the work he could think problems through and offer advice and I know 
John has been grateful to him on more than one occasion. 
 
There are so many memories, good and happy memories, much to give thanks for. 
 
Now he is released from the earthly trials he faced and knows the nearer presence of the fullness of the 
love of God.  Jesus said; “In my Father‟s house are many mansions”.  We know that a place has been 
prepared for Ken since before the beginning of time and supported by our love and by our prayers we 
may be confident he now occupies that place. 
 
Thanks be to God for the gift of a brilliant man and for the gift of eternal life. 
 
Taken from the address  given by Preb. Revd. John Andrews at Ken‟s funeral at St. John the Evangelist, 
Kenn 6.1.12. 
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